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Study of the social representations of stakeholders as support or
obstacle to an agro-ecological learning territory in view of a possible
curriculum: case of the Tunisian semi-arid

[The present research work aims to be an exploratory study of an example of a southern
Mediterranean territory: the semi-arid hinterland of Tunisia (located in the regions of Jbeniana
and El hencha). The objective is to identify the territorial characteristics in terms of widespread
agricultural practices and to situate them in relation to agroecological practices as defined by
Altieri (1983) and Gliessman (1981) while trying to identify the motivations that push towards
such an agricultural model. The second objective is to study, analyse and explain the social
representations of territorial actors as a lever or obstacle to a possible agroecological transition
in order to finally evaluate the learning characteristics of our territory with regard to agroecology.
This will inform us on the orientations that public policies should follow in order to contribute to
the sustainable development project.

All this work is part of an exploratory work with a prospective aim of what exists in the local
agricultural culture in order to be inspired by local formal or informal knowledge that could be
selected and conveyed by a possible curriculum integrating "agroecology" as a new referent. This
model, which presents itself as an innovative agricultural alternative, claims to be the bearer of
remedies for the health, food and socio-economic problems caused by the industrial model, as
well as to take up the challenges of a society in transition and perpetual mutation, and which is
evolving in a context of climate change in order to ensure its entry into the Anthropocene era. ]
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